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take our seats beside him, on a large, elegantly carved wooden bench, which
served him for a throne. This bench was the only article of furniture in the
gallery, except the stool assigned to Bhao Sahib, commander-in-chief of the royal
forces. All other persons, whatsoever their rank, sat on the floor in the posture
habitual to Orientals. It is, therefore, a high mark of consideration to be allowed
a seat on the royal bench; but, though duly sensible of the honour, I should have
preferred a comfortable chair. However, the Guicowar, detesting cushions as an
effeminate invention, had banished them from his throne. The first moments of
our interview were passed pretty nearly in silence. After a few words expressive
of his sense of the honour we did him, and other customary civilities, he asked
permission to resume his, hookah; and, whilst I conversed with Bhao Sahib, he
remained as though absorbed in this interesting occupation, though, in reality, he
wished to study our appearance before engaging in conversation. I acted in the
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same way with regard to him, and had abundant leisure to see what sort of a
man I had to deal with. He was dressed in a style which contrasted strongly
with the costume he had worn at the SowarL Tastefully attired in white linen,
with European shoes, he did not display the least particle of embroidery, nor a
single trinket. He was about forty-five years of age, of a robust and well-shaped
figure, but slightly round-shouldered. His face was- brown, more by the sun
than through the natural colour of the skin, which was tolerably clear. His
strongly marked features at once gave a perfect idea of thia remarkable man, who
to excessive kindness in the ordinary intercourse of daily life, united the most
unheard-of cruelty on other occasions. He had a thin, short beard, which he
took care to keep rough, in the Mahratta fashion, by brushing it the wrong way;
and his head was shaved, save a small lock of hair on the nape of the neck His
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